SUSTAINABLE DESIGN:
SHAPING THE FUTURE

The Sustainable Design Network is helping
to shape the future of UK design by getting
industry and universities talking. Sharing
knowledge and experience promises to
benefit business, society and the environment

— now and in the future.

L

‘Sustainable design is
attractive because it
helps to reduce the
Impact made by
Industry and society as
awhole. The concept is
also directly beneficial
for business.’

Sustainable design is at the heart of
sustainable development. It has a
fundamental part to play in achieving
the key aims of meeting people’s needs
today and improving their quality of life
without threatening the ability of future
generations to do the same. Now a new
network supported by the Sustainable
Technologies Initiative is getting industry
and universities talking about sustainable
design and forging new partnerships that
could have a major impact on the
sustainability of all kinds of products
designed in the UK.

The Sustainable Design Network has been
set up to link members from industry,
academia and public sectors, encouraging
a collaborative approach and helping to
establish valuable new working
relationships. The multi-disciplinary
network aims to integrate the work of
engineering design, industrial design,
manufacturing, management and
environmental management. It draws on
considerable research into sustainable
design that has taken place in the UK over
the last ten years and provides
opportunities for people to share
experiences, disseminate their work and
investigate new opportunities.

‘The network enables businesses from all
industrial sectors in the UK to engage in
debate about sustainable design issues,’
says network co-ordinator Dr Vicky
Lofthouse of Loughborough University.

‘It provides an excellent forum for
networking with like-minded people
interested in promoting sustainable
design. A lot of outstanding work has
been done in this field in the UK and we
want to build on these foundations for
the future, helping this country to
become a leading centre for sustainable
development.’

The network has been launched with
backing from the Sustainable
Technologies Initiative, a major
programme to improve the sustainability
of UK businesses. The STI programme
seeks new ways to achieve economic
growth and employment while
safeguarding the environment and
conserving natural resources. A grant of
just over £60,000 to set up the network
was made by the Engineering and
Physical Sciences Research Council
through the STI programme.

Sustainable design takes into account the
social and ethical considerations
necessary to achieve sustainable
development, balancing the needs of the
economy, society and the environment.
It takes a long-term view of product
design, and is ‘system focused’, looking
beyond products themselves at the way
they are made, distributed and used.
Industry derives direct economic benefits
by reducing costs, making more efficient
use of resources and cutting down on
waste. Firms that practise sustainable
design are also seen to be more socially
responsible by contributing to
sustainable development.

‘Sustainable design is attractive because
it helps to reduce the impact made by
business and society as a whole,’ says Dr
Lofthouse. ‘The concept is also directly
beneficial for business because it can cut
costs and at the same time appeal to a
new generation of consumers who prefer
to buy sustainable products.’

By the spring of 2004, more than 160
members had joined the Sustainable
Design Network, which is open to any
individuals with an interest in the field.
The organisers aim to make the network
self-funding in future so that it can be
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run on a continuing basis.

Regular multidisciplinary meetings, events
and conferences have included
presentations from academic experts and

. industrial organisations such as Panasonic
and Anglian Water. A range of workshops
about sustainable design is also offered to
members. A forum for online discussion
on the network’s website
(www.sustainabledesignnet.org.uk)
provides an opportunity for members to

. debate topics of interest, ask questions and

promote their work.

‘The feedback we have been getting from
members shows that they are finding the
network to be very useful in forging new
relationships with people with similar
interests all around the UK,’ says Dr
Lofthouse. ‘Discussions are already taking
place over a number of potential
collaborations between members. Findings
from network meetings are also helping
to shape specialist academic programmes
at universities including Cranfield,
Kingston and Loughborough.’

‘The network
enables businesses
from all industrial
sectors in the UK to
engage in debate
about sustainable
design issues. It
provides an
excellent forum for
networking with
like-minded people.’

Additional project information
and background

Who can join the Sustainable Design Network?
Contacts:
Membership is open to individuals from UK
companies, academic institutions and the public

Sustainable Design Network: sector. Members are kept up-to-date with details

Dr Vicky Lofthouse

Department of Design and Technology
Loughborough University
Loughborough

Leics LE11 3TU

Tel: 01509 222777

Email: v.a.lofthouse@Iboro.ac.uk

What sort of meetings are held?

Multi-disciplinary meetings have focused on a
range of sustainable design issues, including the
implications of the WEEE Directive, and on
sustainability in specific sectors such as the
construction industry. The network is running
and sponsoring the 3rd International

Website:
www.sustainabledesignnet.org.uk
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of all activities by email and through the website.

'\
Conference on Design and Manufacture for
Sustainable Development, taking place at
Loughborough University on 1-2 September
2004.

What kind of workshops are available to
members?

Workshops cover a range of issues and
techniques for ecodesign and eco-packaging,
and look at the implications of the WEEE
Directive. The workshops can be cross-sectoral
or tailored to specific industrial sectors.

How will the European WEEE Directive affect
industrial designers?

The European Waste, Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (WEEE) Directive addresses concerns
about the quantity and hazardous content of
electrical and electronic waste going into landfill
or being incinerated. It requires firms to design
products with end-of-life criteria in mind. [

How can designers obtain more advice about
sustainable design?

Further support for designers is available from
the ‘Information/Inspiration’ website (), also
sponsored by the Sustainable Technologies
Initiative. It combines step-by-step help for
designing environmentally friendly products
and a wide variety of examples showing how
ecodesign is already being achieved.

Where can | find out more?

For more information on the Sustainable
Development Network visit
www.sustainabledesignnet.org.uk

To join the Network, email network co-
ordinator v.a.lofthouse@lboro.ac.uk

The network is running and sponsoring the 3rd
International Conference on Design and
Manufacture for Sustainable Development,
taking place at Loughborough University on 2
3 September 2004. For more information visit
www.liv.ac.uk/sustain.
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